Indiana Musician performs at Double Trouble Reunion on August 27th!

Posted by Mark Bastin @ www.indyconcerts.com on Sep 03, 2010

On the 20th Anniversary of Stevie Ray Vaughan’s passing the band which backed him throughout his short career came together for a night of music and memories to celebrate the music of Stevie Ray Vaughan and Double Trouble with those who filled the club in Nashville, Tennessee. 3rd & Lindsley was the location for this low profile reunion which brought together Reese Wynans, Tommy Shannon, and Chris Layton along with select musicians to perform songs from the blues legend’s catalog of music. Among those selected was Kokomo Indiana native Mike Milligan who’s band, Mike Milligan & Steam Shovel performs across the region with a sound reminiscent of Stevie Ray’s within original songs written by Mike Milligan. Many musicians work to acquire Stevie’s tone and perhaps few are as successful as Mike in doing so as he’s made a career of performing and sharing the influence who’s inspired him the most. Mike was thrilled of the invitation to perform and had good friend Bart Walker to thank as it was Bart who originally organized the event prior to Reese Wynans assuming responsibility for the historic task. After a few phone calls what started as a Stevie Ray Vaughan Tribute became a Double Trouble Reunion in remembrance of Stevie.

This would not be the first time for Mike meeting Chris Layton and Tommy Shannon as he had already introduced himself years earlier while in Austin Texas. Mike came upon the guys as they were shooting photos for their album “Dog Years” with their other band mates of Storyville. Storyville was the second group formed after Stevie’s passing in which Chris and Tommy were a part of. They were shooting at the Continental Club in Austin on a Sunday and Mike was able to chat with those present after Storyville vocalist Malford Milligan introduced him as his “Long lost Irish cousin”. For Mike, the invitation to play on stage with Double Trouble is a career milestone he won’t ever forget and it became even more when asked to help Chris and Tommy around town prior to Friday’s event. Mike was able to spend time with them on Thursday and Friday before rehearsal and before the reunion show.





Rehearsals on Thursday flew by as those present ran through their respective songs with Mike getting four songs among the list to be played. Some of the artists to perform were Al Anderson, Kenny Greenberg, Jack Pearson, Pat McGlaughlin, Tom Bukovak, Shane Roberts, Ashley Cleveland, Gary Nicholson, Sol Philcox, Bart Walker, and Mike Milligan. Double Trouble consisted of Reese Wynans (the man in charge) on organ/piano, Chris Layton on drums, and Tommy Shannon on bass. Fast forward to Friday evening when the band took the stage for a crowd anticipating a night to remember filled with fans of Double Trouble and several fans of Mike Milligan who traveled from far off places to witness the event. Those there representing Mike sported their Mike Milligan & Steam Shovel T-shirts in support and stood in line early to get in the door. As the show kicked off Bart Walker performed “House Is rockin’” and “Tightrope” with a horn section accompanying him. The house was rockin’ and ready for Mike Milligan who then performed “Pride and Joy” “Ain’t Gone and Give Up” and “Life By The Drop”  before giving up the stage to the next performer. After eight consecutive songs Mike was then asked to take the stage once again to close out the first set. They wanted the next song to end the first set with a bang and Mike was up for the challenge as he performed “Crossfire” which brought a smile to Double Trouble band mates faces and cheers from the audience! This was the first time Double Trouble had performed Crossfire since backing their fallen leader in 1990, which must have been a special moment shared. The special night being experienced by all present provoked the thought that somewhere Stevie was grinning in witness of the gathering that was bringing his music to life.

The second set was more of the same with Bart Walker starting off again with “Let Me Love You Baby” and “Mary Had A Little Lamb.” A host of talent followed with another thirteen songs before Bart Walker gave the finale with the final song Stevie had performed last twenty years prior. It has been said Stevie’s version of “Voodoo Chile (slight return)” performed on August 26th 1990 was so chilling and unbelievable to witness that it was his best performance ever! For Stevie it was all he knew, to give from his soul that which gave him such joy in sharing. So Double Trouble playing along with Bart to Voodoo Chile was sure to stir some memories of the man which brought all in attendance together to share and remember. For Mike Milligan, his memories of this night won’t diminish any time soon and I’m certain some will remain with him forever in getting to play on stage with the members of Double Trouble. Notable moments as mentioned by Mike of the evening was the performance of young guitarist Sol Philcox, Jack Pearson tearing it up on his set, and Bart Walker’s intense guitar work. It was a long tiring night for all but when asked many would concur, it was a magical night! I asked Mike while speaking to him of the night’s event how it would affect his future and he said, “I’ll continue doing what I’ve always done, play music I’m passionate about.” I’m sure it won’t be without a more meaningful smile when asked of his experience with Double Trouble. You can check out Mike Milligan and Steam Shovel live at Indiana Live Casino in Shelbyville for the next three nights and check out his schedule for upcoming dates in and around Indianapolis. Be sure to ask him of his night performing with Double Trouble!


R.I.P. Stevie Ray Vaughan

October 3, 1954 – August 27, 1990

~ Mark

Indyconcerts.com

